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	INSIDE: The Photobook
Last June, my brother texted me a rave review urging me to watch Bo Burnham's Netflix special INSIDE, which had been languishing on my to-watch list along with a hundred other things. I ended up loving it so much that I made this exhaustive megapost about it. As thanks (and for his 30th birthday present), I embarked on a project to turn the entire special into a coffee table-style photobook. It took a biiit longer than I thought (about six months longer!), but the project is now complete. Process, photos, and full PDF available... Inside. The process started out fairly simple: I downloaded an MP4 copy of the special and an .SRT file of the closed captions. I used a spreadsheet and some regex to strip the extra formatting out of the text, dropped it into a square-paged Libre Office Writer document, and started going through it line-by-line, adding song title headers, screenshots of key images, and otherwise making the text look nice. The raw text was roughly 80 pages, and with images I was expecting around 100-150 total.

As I got deeper into the file and ran into denser and more complicated scenes, I slowly figured out more and better ways to map the visuals to the page, including photo grids, text art, two-page spreads, and complex layering. By the end of it I'd reached ~250 pages -- but given the learning curve, the quality of the first half was noticeably poorer than the second. I decided to make one more pass to make things more consistent, with a goal of keeping the exact middle of the special (the clock ticking over to midnight) the centerpoint of the book. After expanding on the first half and adding an intro, table of contents, and credits, it amounted to exactly 300 pages -- with midnight right in the middle! (NB: I dropped the first page of the uploaded version so the two-page spreads work on PDF readers).

After tying up some loose ends (page numbers, margins, designing a cover), I exported the whole thing as a PDF and submitted it to a self-publishing service as a high-quality photobook. Procrastination, IRL distractions, learning curves, and supply chain delays made the whole thing take much longer than I'd hoped, but it turned out really, really nice! It's now sitting on his desk, and I've finally gotten around to making this write-up, just one day after the one-year anniversary of the special.

Image gallery

Download the PDF here (opening in a PDF reader with a two-page view recommended!)

Sample pages (vs. original video):

Front cover
Table of Contents
Content and more Content (video)
Camera Test montage
Healing the world with Comedy (video)
Blinds
Welcome to whatever this is
Socko (video)
Social Brand Consultant
White Woman's Instagram montage (video)
STFU (video)
Reaction (video)
Bezos I (video)
The pillow talk
Sexting (video)
Thank You (video)
Problematic (video)
Midnight (video)
Livestream
Shit (video)
All-Time Low (video)
Welcome to the Internet and the old web (video)
Audience
Outside (video)
That Funny Feeling (video)
All Eyes on Me (video)
Ending

PS: If you're a fan, don't miss the hour-long cut of unreleased material that just debuted yesterday!
	A Reader on Black Revolutionaries in the United States
In the spirit of our previous reader on European Socialism and Communism (volume 1), the Communist Research Cluster has released a reader on Black Revolutionaries in the United States (volume 2). The reader can be downloaded from our Readers page in PDF, ePub and Mobi formats.

We do anticipate releasing a revised version of volume 2 in the future (note that this reader is versioned as 0.1 to indicate its provisional status), but we felt that the reader had gotten to a point such that releasing it in its present state would be valuable.

We also have added some content on the web site elaborating on the rationale for these readers and giving advice for running reading groups.
	A One-PDF History of European Socialism and Communism
Some friends and I compiled a 500-page PDF that does the following (from the Introduction): "We present here a history of twentieth-century communism through primary sources, divided into fourteen chapters arranged in chronological order. Each chapter deals with a historical moment or theoretical debate, and contains an amount of reading appropriate for one week’s time. We hope that this reader will provide the foundation for seminars and reading groups." We felt that this was needed for several reasons (much of this is explained in the Introduction).  Left history is typically not taught in academia, so people have to find it elsewhere.  This history can be found within either 1) sectarian political groups which don't really provide a comprehensive view of Left history so much as teach the segments that forward their own positions or 2) on the Internet by browsing sites like the Marxists Internet Archive, but this material is voluminous and it can be difficult to know which material is significant.  At a time in which more people are questioning capitalism than in the recent past (because of the Great Recession, Occupy, etc.), we thought this history ought to be better known.

The direct link to the PDF is here.

Hopefully this will be the first of several readers.  Stay tuned!
	BookHunch.com: the anti-Pinterest bookmarking site
This is a new project I've just released in beta. I was inspired to do it b/c I was getting tired of stale bookmarked links: a lot of useful blog articles disappear and neither web.archive.org nor Google's cache were very helpful. I'm calling it the "anti-Pinterest" because the focus is on preserving text, using a readability-style algorithm to strip away ads and other web page boilerplate. It's still new, and a little rough around the edges, but I'm interesting in hearing what you guys think! If you sign up today, contact me through the form on the site with your username and I'll give you free access for a month.
	Russell's Modern Logarithms [PDF]
Perhaps the only new book of logarithms published this century. Includes worked examples of how to use the tables. LaTeX source available on request, though it currently tickles a bug in a package that is a pain to patch.
	Zombies of the World: A field guide to the undead.
A full color heavily illustrated book that describes 20 species of undead, their history, evolution, survival tips and more.  It's already receiving great reviews like this and this. Zombies of the World reveals the undead to be a valuable part of our ecosystem and the key to new discoveries in medicine and technology. Few outside the scientific community even realize that creatures like the Egyptian Mummy (Mortifera mumia  aegyptus) are actually zombies. Some species are even harmless to humans. The Dancing Zombie (Mortifera immortalis choreographicus) only seeks to thrill us with elaborate dance routines. Even if we could annihilate all zombies, we would lose knowledge potentially vital to our own survival. After decades of research, we have no idea why zombies never tire or stop. They possess an endless source of energy to shamble or (in some cases) sprint after us. Unlocking this mystery could benefit all humanity.The web series on Youtube further explains these mysteries. The book is available directly through my website in print and PDF. Free shipping in the US. 

It's also on Amazon in print and Kindle. 

If you want to learn about how the book came to be, I wrote a series of blog posts describing the process.
	My first (metafiction) novel free for ereaders
The first iteration of my first novel is out for any curious and adventurous readers. A deluxe book/app is currently in the works. Modern Mythology is a metafiction novel comprised for four parts: modern mythology, a sequel of sorts to Goethe's Faust in the form of poetic screenplay. Small Wood Volumes, a horror tinged bildungsroman set in a small town on the Oregon coast. The Earthman Chronicles, a science fiction jaunt through 1940s Pasadena by way of suburban sprawl, L. Ron Hubbard, Jack Parsons and many more. #, prose and poetry dealing with brain damaged souls, the death of education as an institution, artificial life, and creeping madness. The texts can stand alone or together as a whole. Any and all criticism, comments and feedback is most very welcome.

pdf
Google Books
Art and Errata

